entire road from [nterstate 95
through Dover will have cost al-
most 3800 million.

“The traffic flow between south-
ern and northern Delaware will im-

= tremendously with this open-

' Delaware Department of
Transportation spokesman Mike
Williams said. “The drive to the
beach will be faster and much less
stresstul.”

About 60,000 cars a day clog U.S.
13 between the Chesapeake &
Delaware Canal and Odessa,
slowed by traffic signals and
turning vehicles. During the sum-
mer, beach and Dover-bound
NASCAR traffic can make the drive
frustrating and tediously slow.

That's why in the 1980s state
highway planners conceived Del. |
as Delaware’s transportation jewel.
The nurth-south route was de-
signed to quickly whisk people
along the length of the state. US.
13 would be lett for local traffic.

But the cost has been high.

The Mainline section of Del. 1
around Dover had a price tag of
3140 million. $17.5 million over
budget.

The Odessa bypass, originally
bid .t 388.3 million. cost 398.7 mil-
lion. About half of the overruns
come trom adding electronic tolls
and building ramps that will allow
motorists to avoid the tolls by exit-
ing onto U.S. 13 south of the canal.

The new ramps were added after
efforts to save the St. Georges
Bridge collapsed. The ramps will
allow Delaware to meet its obliga-

under federal law to provide
passage over the canal.

DelDOT also spent about $6.2
million ta buy 45 parcels of land for
the Odessa bypass. Agreements
<t1ll haven't been reached on five of
the properties.

The bvpass will open in three
phases. During the week of Sept.
13. southbound lanes will open: in
mid-October, northbound lanes
will open: and on Now. 15, the state
will begin collecting rolls.

Throughout the three phases.
lane restrictions and adjustments
will be made to US. 13, ~

Highway engineers hope the
vhased opening will gradually re-
duce tratfic on U.S. 13, allowing
crews to restore the old highway.

“The more people who
take advantage of the free
travel on Del. 1, the sooner
we'll be done with every-
thing,” said David Duke,
DelDOT’s resident engi-
neer on the project.

While the scheduled
opening will not help
beach traffic much this
year, it will ease the flow of
traffic for the next big
NASCAR weekend Sept.

24-26.
“It’s about time,” said
Marol Michael of Carlisle,
Pa. Michael has been driv-
J.S. 13 for years on reg-
¢ pilgrimages to Re-
noboth Beach.

“It’s a bad road, there
are too many lights and
too much traffic,” Michael
said Friday as he headed
to the beach. “I'll be happy
to pay 31 to avoid this.”

While the bypass open-
ing can't come soon

enough for some mo-
torists, some southern
New Castle County resi-
dents dread it.

“That’s not goad for
me,” said Nick Cusatis, who owns
NRS Racing off southbound U.S. 13
in Odessa.

The relief route threatens to
take away much of his NASCAR
business for the September races.

“We figured we could get one
last bang, and then maybe think
about relocating,” said Cusatis,
who said his shop can bring in more
than $40.000 on a race weekend.

Other U.S. 13 business owners
seem to be taking the news in
stride.

Pam Hernandez, manager of a
Conoco filling station in Odessa,
thinks her business will recover.

“We’ll maybe feel it initially,”
said Hernandez, whose store — es-
pecially in the summer — often
looks like a shopping mall as cars
and trucks try to jockey their way
into the parking lot. “But I think
after the novelty of the new road
wears off. [business] will pick back
up.
’ “But, I could be wrong,” Hernan-
dez added.

Residents along U.S. 13 are con-
cerned the flow of motorists avoid-

ing the tolls will overtax U.S. 13.

Charles Andrews operates an
upholstery shop on Old U.S. 13 just
south of Odessa. Southbound U.S.
13 traffic will be rerouted under
Del. 1 onto the two-lane old US. 13
in front of his shop.

“There's next to no traffic now,
which is all [ think this road can
handle,” Andrews said, as cars gen-
tly hummed by in the distance.

“I think 1t’s insane. They're
going to create a tremendous traffic
problem,” Andrews said. “They act
like no one is going to use old 13
once the ‘wonder road’ opens.”

Residents living near the north
end of the bypass have similar con-
cerns.

“I think there are going to be
major traffic jams, especially on the
weekends,” said Airmont resident
Andy Whisnant. “A lot of the peo-
ple that go to the beach just ain't
gonna pay a toll.”

Del. 1 openings

The Odessa bypass will open
in three phases:

Phase 1: the week of Sept. 13

B Al sguthbounn mraffic crossing the
Chesapeake & Devaware Canal onage wiil be
divened onto the bypass. Motonsts can nde
the length of the bvpass or exit onta U.5. 13
at Boyds Comer or Oel, 209 1n Odessa.

W The susung southbound lanes of U.S. 13
wil end at Chestmut Lane south of

They will not re~open unnl 2003.

Southbound trafhc will be funneied |
into one «ane and be routed under |
Dei. ' andontg 0id U S. 13. The naif-

rmile detour will allow traffic to rejoin |
U.S 13 soulh of the bypass. {

Seuthtound lanes will

] Lane; nonhoound
iraffic can continue
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Dave Duke (left), resident engineer for DelDOT, at the end of June talks over
plans with Dave Crow, lead engineer, at the Del. 1 bypass in Odessa.

DelDOT plans to hold public
workshops before the opening of
the bypass to address some resident
fears, Williams said.

Highway planners think resi-
dents are overestimating theé future
flow of traffic on U.S. 13, Williams
said.

“Out-of-towners and truck driv-
ers will quickly learn the advan-
tages of paying the toll,” Williams
said. “The flow of traffic on [US,]
13 will be the lightest it has been in
a long, long time.”

Phase 2 Mid-October

N MNonnbound 'anes cf Cei. 1 open.

W Molonsts traveling narh irom Smyma will be able
10 ext onto U.S. 13 Delore reaching e bypass.

Phase 3: Nov. 15

U.S. 13 s restored.

8 The 'wo exts for iocal raffic and for mowmnsTs wishing
to aveid Me toll road coen: Del. ! south ext onto U.S
13, and U.S. 13 ramp onto north Dei !

W For a few weexs after Del. 1 opens, U.5. 13 wil
accasionally be limiled 10 0na lane in each cirection
north ot Biddles Carmer while tha 1995 augnment of

Dei. 1
south exit =
onto U.S. 135A1

Bypass facts:

* Actual cost: $98,732,075.22
M Land cost: $6.238.011

B Number of street lights: 285

US. 13ramp |

onto north
Dei. !

MW Construction bid: 588,327 872.33

W Length of elevated roadway: 5.881 leet

M Amount of dirt moved: 4,979.001 cubic yards
" H Amount of concrete used: 225.159 yards
B Amount of steel used: 7,916,456 pounds



